
Unit # 4 - Medieval Life 

Unit Title: “Medieval Life” 

Dates: November 9
th

 to December 21
st
  

Theme Where we are in place and time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

1. What is our purpose? 

Main idea: Exploring ways that the social, economic, and political institutions in medieval 

times affected the day to day life of medieval people and how that relates to how we live 

today. 

Summative assessment task:- 

A Medieval Talk Show / Medieval Fair 

Students will research and learn about many different aspects of life in medieval times and 

how this differed depending upon one’s social station. They will investigate how the life of a 

peasant contrasts with that of a knight, noble, or that of a king. Students will compare and 

contrast medieval life in Korea with medieval life in Europe. Students will then take this 

knowledge and apply it in an enactment of a TV Talk Show or playing roles at a medieval 

fair. 

2. What do we want to learn? 

What are the 2 or 3 main concepts covered in this unit? 

form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection 

-perspective  

-connection  

-change 

What lines of investigation define the scope of the inquiry and the main idea? 

Through the research and class participation in this unit the students will: learn about the 

social strata and different classes of people that existed in medieval times, how those people 

interacted, the elements of daily life (food, housing, clothing, health, religion, recreation, 

festivals, crafts, justice, and roles), learn about castles and the role that each part of their 

construction played in their protection and life within them, learn about medieval religion, 

agriculture and innovations, and how that society changed over time. Students will take the 

knowledge that they possess of modern culture and compare the two societies. 

 

 



3. How best might we learn? 

(What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and /or the students to 

encourage the students to engage with the investigation and address the questions?) 

1. Front Loading My Brother, The Knight and A Knight’s Tale  

Students will read the story book and watch the film and answer questions. They will begin to 

learn about life in the middle ages, some of the different classes, and how they interacted. 

2. Write a Letter 

Following the reading of Castles and/or Robin Hood, along with research in books and videos 

about Medieval Times, students will be given the opportunity to write a letter to a medieval 

times character from another character (e.g. knight to peasant, clergy to noble, etc.) about 

their life in medieval times. They may include a poem or song in their letter if they feel 

compelled to do so. It should be a page in length and give some evidence of acquired 

knowledge about medieval life. 

3. Build a Mangonel - ongoing 

Students will write steps for and build mangonels. They may add in extras they  

discover through their research. 

4. Acrostic Poem 

Students will write an acrostic poem using the name of a medieval times role, including 

details about their life. 

5. Medieval TV Talk Show / Fair 

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the roles from medieval society, as well as 

the differences between then and now, by acting out a TV Talk Show or participating in a 

medieval fair. Interview questions may include: 

What do you do for a living? 

Where do you live? What is it like? 

What do you think of the peasants/knights/nobles/king? 

What might a typical day in your life look like? 

4. What resources do we need? 

School Texts: 

 

Medieval Life 

Medieval Times 

Other various texts 

Reading A to Z: 

Castles 

Robin Hood and the King 

 

Notes: JIGSAW is a useful way to have students learn and teach others about their roles. 



Websites 

 http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/ 

o Great site that talks about government, religion, clothing, people, science, food, 

sports and games,  and art. 

o Kid friendly definitions are articles 

o Has suggestions for crafts http://www.historyforkids.org/crafts/medieval.htm 

 

 http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/history/middleages/contents.html 

o I like this because you chose a guide (nun, merchant, knight, or peasant) 

o Each guide talks about things important to them and also about their daily life. 

o You could have to students break into groups and pick one of the roles so that they 

can teach their life to the other students 

o Maybe having different roles will make it easier to focus.  (not so general) 

o Not long definitions for each topic..  Not too much overload. 

 

 http://www.learner.org/interactives/middleages/feudal.html 

o Very Short descriptions (with links to more) on topics like Feudal Life, religion, 

homes, clothing, health, entertainment,  and town life. 

o This site is very simple and to the point and covers all the important bases of daily 

life. 

 

 http://www.kyrene.org/schools/brisas/sunda/ma/mahome.htm 

o A great site researched by grade 4 and 5 students 

o Here are the topics they covered 

 Becoming a Knight /   Knights & Their Armor  

 Castles & Cathedrals   /   Soldiers & Weapons  

 Clothing  

 Commoners  

 The Crusades 

 Food & Feasts  /  Jousts & Tournaments 

 The King, the Lady, & the Doctor 

 Medieval Monks & Nuns  

 Women of the Middle Ages 

 http://www.yourchildlearns.com/castle.htm 

 http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/british_galleries/designa/coat_of_arms/coat

_of_arms.html  

 http://www.fleurdelis.com/meanings.htm 

o How to make a castle and coat of arms 

 http://www.timeref.com/index.htm 

o Medieval History, Timelines, and Medieval Architecture web site 

 http://www.camelotintl.com/village/street.html 

o Camelot Village web site: explore the different roles in medieval society 

 http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/index.htm 

 http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html 

o A good resource for writing ideas (from poems to a newspaper 

http://www.kidsonthenet.com/castle/times.cfm) 


